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OF THE 167 CHILDREN SERVED
54% WERE MALE + 46% WERE FEMALE

34%
AGES 

0-5

31%
AGES 
6-11

TRAINED + SWORN IN               

When we come together as 
a community, we have the 
power to Change A Child’s 
Story forever. 

I am so excited to work with each and 
every one of you, as well as welcome new 
community members into the CASA family. 
We are in this together to make a difference in 
children’s lives in McHenry County!

W hen I joined CASA of McHenry County 
in January 2021, I knew I was getting 

involved with an organization making a real 
impact on children in the foster care system. 
I knew this was a mission that fit well with 
my passion for social justice and advocacy for 
the marginalized and most vulnerable in our 
community. What I didn’t understand yet, was 
how incredible the CASA family is. Visit us in 
our new office and you’ll quickly discern an 
air of excitement and energy for the future of 
CASA! 

This is the most passionate, hard-working 
team I have ever had the pleasure of working 
with. When you combine that with the 
unbelievable commitment of our volunteer 
Advocates and devoted generosity of our 
financial supporters, we find ourselves in 
a true community! A community of people 
choosing to come alongside vulnerable 
children, with the sole mission to help clear a 
path out of the complex, overburdened child 
welfare system and into a safe, permanent 
home. 

MISSION //
To support and protect children who have 
been abused or neglected by providing 
them with trained, committed volunteers 
who advocate for their best interest. 
 

VISION //
We believe every child deserves to live in a 
safe, loving, forever home. 
 

VALUES // 
 We operate with compassion for those we 
serve, passion for our mission, and respect 
for all stakeholders.

A NOTE FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BECKY MORRIS

CURRENT BOARD
Holly Hawes, President

Todd Schroll, Vice President

Mike Carlson, Treasurer

Kristin Georgy, Secretary

Catherine Fischer

Bill McHenry

Anita Neville

Michelle Skinder

Shawna Vaclavek

Victoria Van Jacobs

CURRENT STAFF
Becky Morris, Executive Director

Stacy Scala-Krajewski,  
 Program Director

Nancy Ramos, Development Director

Kelly Conneen, Sr. Advocate Manager

Stephanie Brown, Advocate Manager

Kathryn Burghardt. Advocate Manager

Sharie Dodge, Advocate  
 Engagement Manager

Jen Gibson, Program Support Admin

27%
AGES 
12-17

8%
AGES 
18-21

100% OF  
THE CHILDREN 
ASSIGNED TO  
CASA BY THE 
COURT RECEIVED  
A CASA ADVOCATE

I’ve learned to appreciate the hard road 
some natural parents choose to take to 
go through the system to get their family 
back together again. I’ve also learned to 
appreciate the amazing foster families 
who have opened up their homes and their 
hearts to the kids entrusted to their care. 

TOM FITZPATRICK 
VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE SINCE 2016



TOTAL INCOME 
$347,967

FINANCIALS PRE-AUDITED NUMBERS // LOST REVENUE  
FROM EVENTS CANCELED DUE TO COVID

TOTAL EXPENSES
$406,358

CASA of McHenry County remains an independent 
non-profit focused on the support and protection of 
children in the foster care system through advocacy. 
As a parent, I know how critical it is for children in 
need to be heard.  I am grateful to all the volunteers 
that represent these children and am excited to lead 
CASA’s Board of Directors as we work to serve even 
more youth in the coming years.

HOLLY HAWES 
CASA BOARD PRESIDENT

I've always had a strong desire to play a part 
in these vulnerable children's lives, as every 

child deserves a safe and happy childhood.  
I live with the hope that our kids can have a 

better future in a loving home.

STACY SCALA-KRAJEWSKI 
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

EVENTS » $18,548

PROGRAM » $276, 323GRANTS » $220,932

FUNDRAISING » $73, 144BUSINESSES+INDIVIDUALS » $108,487

OPERATIONS » $56, 890

CASA received an unusual case at the end 
of the fiscal year, June 2021. Unusual 

because the child was not removed from the 
home. In this case, Jamie* was admitted into 
a hospital setting for a mental health assess-
ment. When Jamie's treatment was complete, 
the parents said they could not care for Jamie's 
significant mental health needs and did not 
feel it was safe for the child to be around their 
other children. It became a lock-out situation. 

While in court, it was clear to CASA staff re-
uniting the child with the biological family was 

going to be a challenge. The Assistant State's 
Attorney immediately requested a CASA 
for the child, as it was clear Jamie needed 
someone consistent in their life who would 
support and care for them. These sentiments 
were echoed by the caseworker who told CASA 
staff that Jamie just wants to feel wanted by 
someone. The caseworker said Jamie loves to 
talk on the phone and would need a CASA who 

could be available for regular calls and texting. 
Our team of Advocate Managers spent time 
carefully considering who would be the best 
CASA for this child, as it was clear they needed 
someone open-minded, available, sensitive, 
and generous with their time. The CASA 
Advocate met with Jamie right away for an 
in-person visit and the two have talked on the 
phone multiple times. When the caseworker 
told Jamie the agency is looking for a new 
placement for them, Jamie asked, "Will my 
CASA still be in my life after I move?" We feel 
grateful knowing that answer is yes! Jamie's 
CASA will remain a constant in their life. 

NO NAMES OR GENDER-SPECIFIC PRONOUNS ARE 
USED TO PROTECT THE CHILD'S PRIVACY

A LOCK-OUT 

SITUATION

CASES THAT CLOSED BETWEEN 
JULY 1, 2020 - JUNE 30, 2021

CLOSED CASES  
ADOPTED

CLOSED CASES  
INDEPENDENT

 CASES KIDS
32  52

CLOSED CASES  
RETURNED HOME70%

20%

4%

142 ACTIVE VOLUNTEER ADVOCATES SERVED IN FY21       35 VOLUNTEERS               



Jenny* remained a volunteer Advocate after 
her first case for almost four years and 

has seen her CASA kid, Vanessa*, grow into a 
young adult. Throughout that time, Jenny has 
been Vanessa’s go-to for guidance as well as 
celebrating victories along the way. 

Jenny told her Advocate Manager, 
“I believe the greatest impact I 
have made in my CASA child’s life 
is helping her develop the skills and 
confidence needed to face the many 
challenges of adulthood.” 

For example, the two of them met at a grocery 
store, walked up and down every aisle, 
calculated prices, and talked about how to 
stick to a budget. With Jenny’s help, Vanessa 
also took a big step by reconnecting with her 

biological brother. Vanessa even invited her 
Advocate to meet him. It was nice to see how 
happy she was to have reunited with one of 
her family members. 

Jenny has also been there to provide 
encouragement through harder times. Vanessa 
went from living with someone in a toxic 
relationship to couch surfing with friends for a 
while. Jenny was there to ensure her safety and 
support her during this change in her life. Like 
many of the youth CASA works with, Vanessa 
wasn’t always willing to ask for help or accept 
available services. But with the support of her 
CASA advocate, she is now employed, living in 
an independent living program, and thinking 
about continuing her education.

           NAMES + IMAGE HAVE BEEN CHANGED  
           TO PROTECT THEIR PRIVACY

WATCHING A 

CASA KID GROW UP

*
I’m excited because I think it’s an 
opportunity to really help a child in need, 
a situation to be effective. I feel I have the 
training behind me and the confidence to 
do this! 

FELICIA REMINGTON, VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE  
ON GETTING HER FIRST CASE IN 2021

W hen I retired from teaching I wanted 
to continue to work with young 

people. Being a CASA Advocate for children 
in foster care seemed like a good way to 
accomplish that goal. After significant 
training and preparing to meet my first CASA 
case, I asked myself, “What do I expect to 
accomplish as an Advocate? Would I be 
able to make the pain of their abuse/neglect 
disappear? Probably not. Would I be accepted 
by the children and the foster family? I wasn’t 
sure. Would I be able to effectively report my 
observations to the court? I hoped so.” 

Now, after 8 years of being involved with 
14 kids ages 6 months to 18 years from 7 
different families, I’ve learned that if I couldn’t 
accomplish all of that, I could at least be an 
adult they could trust and depend on. I could 
exhibit calm in a child’s otherwise chaotic 
day, share a sense of humor and relieve a little 
anxiety. I could spend time with them when 
the adults in their lives might not have the 
time, patience, or inclination to do so. 
None of these things are earth-shattering, but 
to a child they can mean a great deal. 

As a CASA Advocate, I may never 
know the effect I have on a child’s 
life. What I do know, however, is 
that without a CASA, the specifics 
of that child’s story may never be 
told to the people who make the 
important decisions about their 
future. 

THEN + NOW 
BY DEBBIE GROAT 
CASA VOLUNTEER SINCE 2012

I have impacted the life of each of my CASA 
children by being the only constant on their 
journey through an ever-changing Juvenile 
Court landscape of foster parents, schools, 
teachers, case workers, and therapists.

DIANE JOHNSON 
VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE SINCE 2014


